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Chairpersons Address

One of the aims of Cork Social Housing Forum is to raise awareness of social
and affordable accommodation issues of our client groups. Another aim is to
lobby government and policy makers generally at local and national level with
a view to enhancing accommodation provision in Cork City and city hinterland
area. The Forum’s objectives include influencing policy, carrying out research
and networking with key groups including housing officials and public
representatives.

The decision of the non-statutory members of the Forum to respond to this
international survey on Social Integration was prompted by the continuing
need for social housing and awareness of the current housing difficulties of
our client groups.

As Chairperson, it was my privilege to work with such committed people to
raise awareness of key barriers to social integration from a housing
perspective, and to put forward a number of key recommendations for
Government action.

In this time of economic crisis it is our view that Government and society must
prioritise and protect the most vulnerable members of our society and to
make tangible improvements in the quality of people’s lives in our city and
hinterland area.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Forum members for their
willingness to give of their time and commitment to the work of the Forum,
and for the duration of this piece of work.

Margaret O’ Neill
Chairperson

Cork Social Housing Forum.
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Cork Social Housing Forum

Vision.

“To raise awareness of social and affordable accommodation issues
and to lobby the government and policy makers at local and national level

with a view to enhancing accommodation provision in Cork City
and city hinterland area”.

Background Information
A core recommendation in the Cork City Partnership Local Development Social
Inclusion Plan 2000 – 2006 was to raise awareness around the issue of social
housing as a measure to prevent homelessness. The Community
Development Unit of Cork City Partnership facilitated the Social Housing
Working Group, which was set up in April 2001 to organise a seminar on social
housing. Various recommendations arose from the seminar, held in October
2001.

The Housing Department, Cork City Council, hosted a follow-up meeting to
the Social Housing seminar in City Hall in March 2002. The Housing
Department recommended that the Social Housing Working Group submit a
proposal regarding the development of a Housing Forum at a forthcoming
Strategic Policy Committee meeting.

The role of the community and voluntary sector was seen as one of working
in partnership with the local authority, to develop coherent and effective
accommodation strategies to address the needs of thosemost disadvantaged
in society. The Cork Social Housing Forumwas established in December 2002
and officially launched in December 2004.

Aims and Objectives
The aims of the Cork Social Housing Forum are to raise awareness of social
and affordable accommodation issues and to lobby the government and
policy makers at local and national level, with a view to enhancing
accommodation provision in Cork City and city hinterland area. We are doing
this by:

Influencing Policy:

• Identifying and highlighting inadequacies in accommodation
provision to policy makers, including the Housing and Community
Services Strategic Policy Committee
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• Influencing the role of statutory agencies in their provision of
accommodation

• Ensuring that accommodation provision meets individual needs

Research:

• Evaluating current accommodation provision and where necessary
putting forward practical recommendations

• Working productively in partnership with local authorities so that
accommodation provision can be enhanced

• Researching models of estate management to identify and promote
good practice

Networking and Further Information:

• Sharing information, experiences and training opportunities
• Liaising with Cork Homeless Forum to highlight joint issues of

concern

Achievements to date
Submissions
In 2008 and 2007 the Forum made submissions to

• Cork Area Strategic Plan Strategy 2001 – 2020
• Joint Housing Strategy Review 2008
• Cork City Development Plan 2009-2015. (Members of the Forum

met with the then Lord Mayor of Cork, Councillor Donal Counihan to
discuss the submission)

Research
Early 2007 the Forum launched a research document: Building on Reality: A
Report on The Trends in Social Housing Demand and Supply in Cork City and
Cork South County November 2006.

A roundtable discussion event was held based on the research.
Representatives were invited from Cork City Council Housing Department,
Cork County Council Housing Department, Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, Auctioneers, Developers, Mortgage
Providers, Social Housing Providers, Medical and Psychiatric Practitioners,
Solicitors, Letting Agents, Community Welfare Officers and Landlords.
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Local Government
Section 48 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires local authorities to
establish Strategic Policy Committees. They consider matters connected with
the formulation, development, monitoring and review of policy that relate to
the functions of the local authority, and to advise the authority on those
matters.

Since 2006 the Chairperson of Cork Social Housing Forum, Margaret O’ Neill,
has represented the Cork City Community Forum on the Housing and
Community Services Strategic Policy Committee. Members of Cork Social
Housing Forum are affiliated to the Cork City Community Forum.

Want to know more?
• Would you or your organisation like to know more about the work of

the Forum?
• What can the Forum do for you or your organisation?
• How can your organisation contribute to the work of the Forum?
• How can your organisation become a member of the Forum?

If you would like to discuss any or all of these questions, please contact:

Margaret O’ Neill
Chairperson
c/o Threshold, 22 South Mall, Cork, Ireland.
Tel: 021-4278848, Fax: 021-4805111
email: margaret.oneill@threshold.ie
www.corksocialhousingforum.com

Affiliated Members
• Baile an Aoire, Sheltered Housing Service
• Clúid Housing Association
• Cork City Partnership Ltd.
• Cork Simon Community
• Disability Federation of Ireland
• Focus Ireland
• Good Shepherd Services
• Health Service Executive – Homeless Persons Unit
• Nasc – The Irish Immigrant Support Centre
• Respond Housing Association
• Social Housing Development Company Ltd.
• Sophia Housing Association
• Society of St. Vincent De Paul
• Threshold Ltd.
• Traveller Visibility Group
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Survey on Social Integration
Cork Social Housing Forum seeks to bring about amore integrated society, globally
as well as locally. The Forum has responded to an online survey organised by the
Non-Government Organisation Committee for Social Development at the United
Nations, New York. The survey seeks to identify good practices for social
integration across theWorld. Further information is posted on the United Nations
Non-Government Liaison Service website. Visit
http://www.un-ngls.org/socialintegration/

Who is the NGO Committee for Social Development?
Non Government Organisations in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations participate in the UN through various
committees on a range of themes and issues. One such committee is the NGO
Committee for Social Development. This Committee meets regularly throughout
the year to prepare for the meeting of the Commission for Social Development.
They study topics, prepare written statements and undertake a number of
activities linked with the Commission. For more information visit
http://ngosocdev.wordpress.com/

What is the Commission for Social Development?
The Commission for Social Development is a functional commission of the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations. It consists of 46
member States who meet once a year in New York. For more information visit
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/index.html

What does the Commission do?
The work of the Commission is organized in two-year cycles: the priority theme
changes every two years. The first year is a review year; the second year is a policy
year in which a final resolution is adopted on the theme. The priority theme for
2009 – 2010 is “Social Integration”. This theme is linked with two other important
issues: poverty eradication and full employment and decent work for all.

When did the Commission last meet?
The United Nations Commission for Social Development met for two weeks in
February 2009. During the two weeks, the member States presented statements
on the priority theme. During the twoweeksmeeting of the Commission for Social
Development NGOs made oral statements at the Commission Sessions, engaged
with members of the Commission and organised parallel events, i.e. sessions
focused on the work of projects or focus on issues, etc.

What will happen next year in 2010?
The Commission for Social Development will hold its annual meeting again next
year to follow up on the priority theme. The purpose of the meeting is to agree
upon policies and actions for promoting social integration.
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Barriers to Social Integration

Social exclusion in Partnership 2000 (National Social Partnership Agreement)
is defined as: “Cumulative marginalisation from production (employment)
from consumption (income poverty) from social networks (community, family
and neighbours) from decision-making and from an adequate quality of life”.

The following are barriers to social integration as identified by Cork Social
Housing Forum:

Lack of rights to appropriate housing and accommodation
Lack of access to housing and accommodation remains a primary barrier to
social integration. Housing is a basic human right. Without a home and
security of tenure other human rights are in jeopardy, including the rights to
safety and security, to stability and access to vital services such as education,
health and employment. Yet the right to housing is not included in the Irish
Constitution.

Social housing need
Inadequate supply of appropriate social housing is a barrier to social
integration. The supply of social housing is not meeting the need. The number
of households in need of housing in Ireland has remained unacceptably high.
Preliminary findings indicate that in 2008 there were over 55,000 households
on the Local Authority Assessment of Social Housing Needs. The over reliance
on the market economy to provide housing has not addressed the needs of
those who are most vulnerable in society.

Housing policy
The failure of social housing supply to meet the need for social housing has
resulted in the failure to deliver on agreed goals in the current National
Agreement Towards 2016:

• every child would have access to suitable accommodation
• people of working age and every family would have access to

affordable accommodation appropriate to their needs, including
young adults in the 25 to 34 age bracket, a key household formation
group who have particular challenges facing them in accessing quality
accommodation in the current market environment

• every older person would have adequate support to enable them to
live independently in their own homes for as long as possible and

• every person with a disability would have access to appropriate
housing.
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Poverty
Poverty is a barrier to social integration, particularly income poverty. It hinders
participation in society. The Irish government has defined poverty in the
current National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007 – 2016 as

“People are living in poverty if their income and resources (material, cultural
and social) are so inadequate as to preclude them from having a standard of
living that is regarded as acceptable by Irish society generally. As a result of
inadequate income and resources people may be excluded and marginalized
from participating in activities that are considered the norm for other people
in society”.

Disempowerment
Disempowerment is a barrier to social integration. Individuals living in unfit
or inappropriate accommodation can become disempowered, which can lead
to ill health, inability to access meaningful work, poverty and loss of dignity.
Many such individuals become isolated from social networks and experience
an inability to make choices on issues that impact on them.

Discrimination
Experiences of discrimination are an ongoing reality for some people living in
Ireland, and discrimination is a barrier to social integration. Discrimination
relates to unfair treatment of a person or group based on prejudice on any of
the nine grounds set out in legislation. Equality legislation in Ireland prohibits
direct and indirect discrimination across the nine grounds, which are: gender,
marital status, family status, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability, race
and membership of the Traveller community. Individuals and communities
may experience discrimination over generations; therefore the risk of social
exclusion is particularly high. People may experience discrimination in
accessing accommodation and this impacts on their ability to integrate
socially. The lack of understanding and awareness by accommodation and
other service providers on equality legislation and the needs of specific
individuals and communities can further isolate and exclude people in society.
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What Government can do to promote
Social Integration

If fully implemented the following would have a direct and positive impact
on promoting social integration for all people, including disadvantaged and
vulnerable groups and persons.

Legislation

The Irish Government needs to implement the numerous pieces of legislation
and commitments already made:

• housing and accommodation commitments in National Agreement
Towards 2016

• life-cycle approach as outlined in the National Agreement, Towards
2016

• Delivering Homes, Sustaining Communities 2007
• Housing Act 2008
• The Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998
• Government’s Strategy on Homelessness ‘TheWay Home 2008 -2013’
• National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007 - 2016
• Connecting Communities – The Cork City Integration Strategy 2008 –

2011
• A Vision for Change – Report of the Expert Group on Mental Health

Policy 2006

Funding
Prioritise funding to implement the policies listed above.

Collaboration
That Government strengthen partnerships with non-government
organisations (NGOs) and communities tomaximize the outcomes for people.

Person-centred approach
Ensure that the person is at the centre of needs assessments. Implement the
agreed goals in the current National Agreement Towards 2016

• every child should have access to suitable accommodation

• people of working age and every family would have access to
affordable accommodation appropriate to their needs including young
adults in the 25 to 34 age bracket a key household formation group
and who have particular challenges facing them in accessing quality
accommodation in the current market environment
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• every older person would have adequate support to enable them to
remain living independently in their own homes for as long as possible

• every person with a disability would have access to appropriate
housing. All relevant agencies must work collaboratively to provide
services geared towards the individual’s specific needs

Equity and fairness
Ensure more effective equality and poverty proofing of all policies to ensure
consistency, fairness and social inclusion. Ensure more effective inter-
departmental communication, planning and co-operation to reduce the risk
of unintended negative impacts on vulnerable individuals and minority
groups. Ensure that housing allocations etc. are transparent and equitable for
all.

Whole Government approach
Implement a more effective cross-departmental coordination to ensure that
government policies are consistent, to maximise the outcomes for people
who are marginalised. All departments need to work together to ensure
social inclusion and their policies be synchronised to ensuremaximum benefit
for people who are socially excluded. Housing is not just the remit of the
Department of the Environment: it is also linked to Department of Social and
Family Affairs, Department of Health and Children and Department of
Finance.

Early intervention
Social inclusion policies should be resourced to ensure that persons, families
and communities at risk of homelessness are targeted for early intervention.

Sustainability
Sustainable communities are places where people want to live and work, now
and in the future. They meet the diverse needs of existing and future
residents, are sensitive to their environment, and contribute to a high quality
of life. They are safe and inclusive, well-planned, built and run, offer equality
of opportunity and good services for all. Government need to implement “The
Housing Policy Framework – Building Sustainable Communities 2007” to
ensure that communities are sustainable into the future.
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Rights-based approach
Governments must proactively adopt a rights-based approach to service
delivery. It must adopt and enforce policies and procedures within each
government agency to ensure minority groups are not discriminated against.
Government policy should ensure that human rights are at the core.

Provision of social housing
Government must provide an adequate supply of social housing on a rolling
basis to meet the needs of people who cannot afford to provide housing for
themselves.

Right to housing
Government needs to enact legislation or enshrine in the constitution a
right to housing.

Accountability and reporting
Government to be obliged to make available publicly at local and national
level quarterly progress reports outlining delivery of commitments. At
International level Governments be obliged to submit progress reports to the
Commission for Social Development on social integration.
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Service Providers

Baile an Aoire Sheltered Housing
Leycester’s Lane
Montenotte
Cork City

Cluid Housing Association
Bowling Green Apartments
White Street
Cork City

Cork City Partnership Ltd.
Heron House
Blackpool Park
Blackpool
Cork City

Cork Simon Community
Administration Office
St Nicholas House
Cove Street
Cork

Disability Federation of Ireland
101 North Main Street,
Cork

Focus Ireland
Unit 72 Penrose Wharf
Penrose Quay
Cork
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Good Shepherd Services
Edel House
Grattan Street
Cork City

Nasc – The Irish Immigrant Support Centre
Enterprise House
35 Mary Street
Cork

Respond Cork Office
St. Francis Gardens
Thomas Davis Street
Blackpool
Cork

Social Housing Development Company Ltd.
Skiddy’s Almshouse
Bob and Joan’s Walk
Shandon
Cork City

Society of St. Vincent De Paul
St. Vincents
Anglesea Terrace
Anglesea Street
Cork City

Sophia Housing Association
107/108 Douglas Street
Cork City

Threshold Ltd.
Southern Region Advice Centre
22 South Mall
Cork
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Notes
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